RESOLUTION NO. 20-15

WHEREAS, in order to fully and effectively respond to the developing threats posed
by the novel coronavirus and its associated disease (COVID-19), and in coordination with
ongoing emergency actions by the state and federal governments, the Gadsden County Board
of County Commissioners passed Resolution 20-12, Resolution 20-13 and Resolution 20-14.
These Resolutions declared a local state of emergency in Gadsden County, and subsequently
such extensions of these resolutions have been deemed necessary to have been issued; and

WHEREAS, on April 2, 2020, the Florida Department of Health-Gadsden (FDOH-
Gadsden) announced a positive case of coronavirus disease (COVID-19) in Gadsden County;
and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, President Donald J. Trump and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (“CDC”) issued the “15 Days to Slow the Spread” guidance
advising individuals to adopt far-reaching social distancing (personal distancing) measures,
such as avoiding gatherings of more than ten (10) people, and in states with evidence of
community spread, recommending restrictions to certain establishments conducive to mass
gatherings and congregations; and

WHEREAS, on March 29, 2020, the President extended such guidance to be in effect
until April 30, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on March 31, 2020, the President updated the guidance, renaming it “30
Days to Slow the Spread”, and along with the White House Coronavirus Task Force urged
Americans to continue to adhere to the guidelines and expand community mitigation efforts;
and

WHEREAS, the majority of individuals in Florida that have tested positive for
COVID-19 have been concentrated in its southeastern counties and other urban cores; and

WHEREAS, positive cases of COVID-19 have continued to rise in other states in
close proximity to Florida, resulting in increased risk to counties in northern Florida; and

WHEREAS, many thousands of people fled the New York City region to Florida
following New York State issuing a “shelter-in-place” order, thereby jeopardizing the health
and safety of Floridians; and

WHEREAS, on March 23, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-
80, requiring all individuals that fly into Florida from states with substantial community
spread to self-isolate in Florida for 14 days or the duration of their trip, whichever is shorter;
and
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WHEREAS, on March 27, 2020, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-86,
requiring all individuals driving into Florida from states with substantial community spread to
self-isolate in Florida for 14 days or the duration of their trip, whichever is shorter; and

WHEREAS, persistent travel continues to pose a risk to the entire state of Florida;
and

WHEREAS, on March 24, 2020, Governor DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-83,
directing the State Surgeon General and State Health Officer to issue a public health advisory
urging the public to avoid all social or recreational gatherings of ten (10) or more people and
urging those who work remotely to do so; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary and appropriate to take action to ensure that the spread of
COVID-19 is slowed, and that residents and visitors in Florida remain safe and secure; and

WHEREAS, conditions presented by the threat of COVID-19 continue to pose a
threat to the public health that requires dynamic emergency response, including the
maintenance of existing orders, as well as the imposition of additional directives and orders
as conditions require; and

WHEREAS, there is reason to believe that COVID-19 is spread amongst the
population by various means of exposure, including the propensity to spread person to person
and the propensity to attach to surfaces for prolonged periods of time, thereby spreading from
surface to person and causing increased infections to persons, and property loss and damage
in certain circumstances; and

WHEREAS, despite the measures taken thus far pursuant to prior Resolutions, as
well as existing actions taken by the federal, state, and other municipal governments, new
cases of COVID-19 continue to increase in surrounding counties and municipalities,
demonstrating that more prevention, community action and cooperation to socially separate
and maintain distance is necessary in within the County; and

WHEREAS, it has become necessary that residents and visitors in Gadsden County
do more to avoid close social interaction, including, when possible, remaining in their
respective homes, residences, and domiciles, including any apartment, dormitory, hotel,
motel, or similar accommodation to slow the spread of COVID-19 and address the
unprecedented threat to the public health and welfare posed by COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, it is safer to stay at home and subject to certain exceptions for essential
activities and services while allowing minimum business operations that appropriately
balance public health, safety, and welfare within the County while promoting the continued
delivery of essential infrastructure, services, and functions to residents and visitors in the
County. Such exceptions are made consistent with guidance from the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the President’s Coronavirus Guidelines for America; and
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